
Allt na Fearna Mor Bridge

is bridge is located around 5km south of Lairg near
Invershin and a little to the east of the current A836.
It lies along the road between Bonar Bridge and
Tongue built by omas Telford. It is probably one of
the over one thousand bridges constructed as part of
Telfords Highland road building project in the early
1800’s with this part completed in 1819.  

e bridge was surveyed in 2014 by ARCH and the model in the box was
based on the results of this survey. e actual bridge is 7.25m high and
3.6m wide across the roadway. It is constructed from roughly squared local
gray stone with red sandstone details particularly in the arch and quoined
buttresses. 

is is one of Telford’s classic bridge designs, where the load bearing
spandrels can be seen on either side. e single arch of the bridge spans
4.85m and the road was clearly directed to cross the Allt na Fearna Mor at
this point. e arch has a rounded top known as a ‘roman arch’ and would
have been constructed on a wooden former (frame). e stones have been
shaped to fit the curve and once all the stones were in place the former
could be removed and the arch would hold with no mortar present. is
‘roman’ or curved type arch is seen in many of Telford’s designs from
aqueducts to his Parliamentary church windows.       

Given the bridge is now at least 200 years old it is very good condition, a further testament to omas
Telford’s engineering. However, extreme weather conditions in the last few years, combined with concrete
pointing, have also undermined the bridge. is is why it is important to have done the survey. 
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Survey plan of bridge

Photo of west side of bridge
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Elevation drawing with damage marked in blue

e Experimental Archaeology: Learning about
Craft and Technology in the Past project was
funded by Historic Environment Scotland and
the Heritage Lottery Fund (now National
Lottery Heritage Fund). 
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