
Bronze Spear

Period:                         Bronze Age (c. 2500 – c. 800 BC)
Material:                     bronze
Composite items:    wooden shaft

is bronze spear is based on an example found near Muir of Ord, in
a hoard containing four bronze axeheads and two bronze spearheads
dating to the Late Bronze Age, around 1000 – 800 BC. Spearheads
like this were made by casting liquid bronze in a mould. We know
that spears were being produced in the Highlands as clay casting-
mould fragments have been found at North Kessock. Spears are fairly common Bronze Age 
artefacts, and the distinctive leaf shape is characteristic of metalwork in this era.

After casting the excess bronze has been cut off and the wooden shaft fitted. is is 
held in place with bronze rivets. If this spear was going to be used, the edges 
of the spearhead would have been hammered to make them hard and 
sharp. As wood very rarely survives we do not know how long spears 
were or what types of wood were used.

Spears could be used as a weapon in combat or for hunting. 
ere are some very elaborate spears, occasionally with 
gold decoration around the socket (such as the 
Carnoustie Fife spear), suggesting that they have 
more significance than just functional tools. 

What might carrying a spear say about you?

See also:
When? Bronze Age
CT Bronze Casting
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Spears from Highfield, Muir of Ord,
now in the NMS, Edinburgh
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e Point of Sleat hoard from Skye included
two spearheads. Now in NMS, Edinburgh

© Feats of Clay project

e Experimental Archaeology: Learning about
Craft and Technology in the Past project was
funded by Historic Environment Scotland and
the Heritage Lottery Fund (now National
Lottery Heritage Fund). 
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